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The wording of this clause has been altered by many
insurers within recent years in order to make the intention
of the contract clearer and to provide the widest possible
indemnity. The primary intention of the contract is to pro-
vide an indemnity in respect of legal liability for defects in

buildings, but the above wording should be noted__

" accidents caused by defects in any of the Buildings de-
scribed in the Schedule (including landlord's fixtures and
fittings in the Buildings) and the walls, gates and fences
around and pertaining thereto". It is not always clear
whether such appurtenances as stopcocks which may be
fixed in the pavement outside the premises are included in
the term " Buildings ", and many insurers make it clear in
their proposal forms that liability for accidents by reason
of defective stopcocks is provided for in their policies.
Others require an additional premium if the risk is to be
included, while still others specifically exclude from the
policy claims by reason of defective stopcocks, unless extra
premium is paid (see p. 173).

At one time, it was the custom to refer specifically in the
operative clause to the inclusion of liability in respect of
claims arising under the Housing Act, but it is now the
general practice to refer to " all sums which the Insured
shall become legally liable to pay as compensation" (or
words to that effect), and this phrase is wide enough to in-
clude both common law and statutory liabilities.

Exceptions

The Company shall not be liable in respect of

(1)   damage to property caused by subsidence,

(2)   liability for illness due to defective sanitary arrange-
ments,

(3)   liability arising in connection with

(a)   any lift, elevator, hoist, crane or other machinery,

(b)   explosion other than explosion of any domestic
boiler,

(c)   the carrying out of alterations, additions, repairs
or decorations to any part of the Buildings,

(4)   liability assumed by the Insured by agreement unless
such liability would have attached to the Insured not-
withstanding such agreement,

(5)   any consequence of war,  invasion,  act  of foreign
enemy, hostilities (whether war be declared or not),
civil   war,   rebellion,   revolution,   insurrection   or
military or usurped power.